
  

 

Church Carbon Calculator  

What is the context for this work? 

Given the existential questions climate change poses for humanity, the Church of England is 

committed to a carbon reduction target of 80% by 2050 and its ‘Shrinking the Footprint’ campaign 

exists to support whole church engagement and action. As part of this, the Diocese of Leeds has 

commissioned Small World Consulting (a specialist in consumption-based emissions reporting at 

Lancaster University) to create a simple Church Carbon Calculator tool to allow any church to self-

estimate their own carbon footprint. 

What are we doing and why?  

In April/May/June 2018 you will have the opportunity to attend two, 2 hour sessions, to equip you 

with everything you need to apply the carbon calculator in your own church. 

This first session will be divided into two parts; the first half will be an opportunity to listen to a short 

presentation from the developer of the Church Carbon Calculator followed by an opportunity for an 

engaging conversation with your peers around motivations and goals. The second half will be hands-

on training on the tool itself. 

The second session will take place on a date in May/June 2018. The first part will be an opportunity to 

share experiences with using the tool, and the second part an opportunity to share experiences with 

its impact. 

Who is leading it? 

The sessions will be led by the project leaders; Sarah Phillipson, Jemima Parker and Andy Ive. 

Sarah is an Action Researcher from Lancaster University who developed the tool and is leading a PhD 

study into its design and impact. Sarah will be leading the first part of both sessions. Sarah will be 

starting with a short, thought-provoking presentation before moving quickly into a relaxed, facilitated 

group conversation. The sessions will be audio-recorded, transcribed and coded for the purpose of 

her studies and she aims to use this rich material to contribute towards her PhD Thesis. As 

implementation of a carbon calculator into faith communities is such a novel and important piece of 

research, Sarah and her supervisors are anticipating the publication of a number of academic journal 

papers based on this work. The desired outcomes of which are increased awareness, influence and 

understanding of the role of faith communities in promoting low-carbon transitions. 

Jemima is the Environment Officer for the Diocese and Andy is an Area Environment Champion who 

has taken a lead in developing the Church Carbon Calculator for the Diocese. As internal project leads, 

they will be leading the hands-on training in the second-part of the session. The aim of this part is to 

develop understanding around the role and purpose of a carbon calculator, how to use it (including 

tool design, how to gather data, data-input and data analysis), and support resources available. 



 

What will be the benefits to participants? 

Participation is anticipated to have a wide range of benefits for both individuals and communities. 

Individuals will have the opportunity to develop high demand new skills and knowledge around carbon 

foot printing. It presents an opportunity to gain practical, hands-on experience(s), develop and share 

relationships, ideas and thinking, and contribute towards low-carbon transformations locally. 

Communities will have the opportunity to acquire essential new capabilities and contribute towards 

transformations nationally. 

Why is a £10 donation suggested?  

There are some costs associated with running the training which need to be covered, such as room 

rental in some locations and speakers travel expenses. Additionally, the cost of the construction of the 

Church Carbon Calculator by Small World Consulting at Lancaster University, needs to be paid for.  

When I attend the training is any preparation required? 

As this project will be contributing to academic research we will send you a ‘Participant Information’ 

sheet for you to review at your leisure, which will give more context on the purpose, scope and 

content of the research and is for your information only.  

We will also circulate a ‘Consent Form’ which you will be required to sign and bring to the first session.  

Note: All Universities require consent of participants in research and as such this is standard practice. 

 

When is the training and how do I book on to it? 

The training is being held at a variety of venues across the Diocese. To book your place contact 

Jemima Parker Email: jemima.parker@leeds.anglican.org or Phone: 01423 569121 
 

Bradford: Cottingley Cornerstone Centre 
Thursdays 12th April and 24th May 2-4pm 
 

Leeds: Church House, York Place 
Thursdays 12th April and 24th May 7-9pm 
 

Ripon East: Christ Church, Harrogate  
Thursdays 19th April and 7th June 2-4pm 
 

Ripon West: Christ Church, Skipton    
Thursdays 19th April and 7th June 7-9pm 
 

Wakefield: Church House, Wakefield 
Tuesdays 24th April and 12th June 2-4pm 
 

Huddersfield: Holy Trinity & St Jude, Halifax 
Tuesdays 24th April 12th June 7-9pm  
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