
Remind them that they are 
loved
Continue to tell your children 
that they are loved by God and 
by you, no matter what.  We 
do this in both their sin and their 
celebration.  We want them to 
continually know that God loves 
them regardless of their actions.  
Their identity and acceptance is 
not wrapped up in what they do, 
but in being a child of God.

Pray the Prayers 
Prayer is a vital part of kids growing up to love 
Jesus.  Kids who grow up to love Jesus have 
parents who pray WITH them.  Kids who grow 
up to love Jesus have parents who pray for them. 

Hear, O Israel:  The Lord our God, the Lord is one.  Love 
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your strength.  These commandments 
that I give you today are to be on your hearts.  Impress 
them on your children.  Talk about them when you sit at 
home and when you walk along the road, when you lie 
down and when you get up.  Deut 6:4-7

Cultivate the Gratitude
A sense of entitlement is the opposite 
of the heart of Jesus.  Cultivate an 
attitude of gratitude. Practise thanking 
God each day for his blessings and 
provision.

Be present with your children
Jesus was the master of being present, no matter what He was doing or who He was with.  It was 
this unconditional attention that He showered on people that attracted them to Him and made them 
feel like they were the only one in a field of thousands.  What TV shows does your kid love to watch?  
Watch it with them and at the end discuss what you have seen through Jesus’ eyes.  Talk about the 
characters, their actions – were they living God’s way or not?

Affirm the Gift
See the gifts that God has placed in your 
child and affirm those gifts.  Let the words 
“I believe in you” echo in your child’s ears.  
Move beyond calling your child “out” to 
calling your child ‘up”, to be all that God 
intended them to be.  When you see 
your child do something that reminds 
you of Jesus, tell them and praise them 
for it.  Our kids need to hear about God, 
not only when they are doing things that 
are disappointing, but also when they are 
showing the fruit of the Spirit.
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Serve the People
When a child sees his or her 
parents serving others, it makes a 
huge impact spiritually in the child’s 
life.  Serving is a key component 
of discipleship and kids who grow 
up to love Jesus have families 
that serve.  Kids’ faith becomes 
animated as they watch their 
parents serve and begin serving 
themselves.  One of the best 
things parents can do for their kid’s 
spirituality is to get them serving 
others.

Use accessible resources
Learn together through music, 
books, apps, games and activities 
that are pitched at the right level 
for your child’s understanding.  
Ask them ‘I wonder’ questions to 
get them thinking about God and 
what it means to live a life with 
him.

Build Community
In the upper room, Jesus prayed that the friendships 
among His followers would mirror the oneness that 
Christ enjoyed with His heavenly Father (John 17:20-
23).  Jesus wanted Christians to love, to worship and to 
serve alongside each other in such a genuine way that 
the watching world would be drawn to Him.  Be part of 
a bigger family where you can meet regularly, share life, 
support and encourage one another.

Walk the Talk
You’ve probably heard the saying, “Your kids can’t hear what you are saying, because what you are doing 
is speaking so loudly.”  Isn’t that true?  Parents who raise kids that love Jesus don’t live a double life.  This 
doesn’t mean they are perfect, but it does mean they follow Jesus every day of the week. They practise 
what they preach. They lead by example. 

Treasure the Bible
No other book is like the Bible. The Bible 
is a book to trust and to treasure. God 
directs the paths of His people throughout 
its pages. Urge your child to embrace the 
Bible as God’s inspired and authoritative 
message for everyone.  Read your Bible 
in front of your child and read your child’s 
Bible together often.  Discover God’s 
treasure! 
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