
PILGRIMAGE AND SOCIAL AWARENESS TRIP TO PALESTINE 19TH -26TH FEBRUARY 2018 

With The Revd Alison Askew and Canon Michael Glanville-Smith 

On this 7 night trip we will stay both in East Jerusalem and Beit Sahour (Bethlehem). We will visit the 

main pilgrimage sites in and around Jerusalem and Bethlehem but will not be going to Galilee. A 

significant part of the trip will involve learning about life in Palestine, meeting local Christians and 

visiting various charitable projects. In Jerusalem we will spend 3 nights on a half board basis at the 

very comfortable 4 star Golden Walls Hotel, just across the road from the old city walls, and in Beit 

Sahour we will spend 4 nights on a bed and breakfast basis at the tourist class Sahara hotel: both are 

extremely close to the main pilgrimage sites. The cost of the trip based on a group of 12 -14 will be 

£600 per person in a twin room and £785 in a single; this does not include the cost of the flight as 

these costs fluctuate considerably and people have particular preferences for seating and luggage 

arrangements. You are asked to book your own flight. A suggested £20 for gratuities. 

Monday 19th  10.30 Easy Jet Flight EZY1827 from Manchester to Tel Aviv arriving 17.40, private 

transfers from the airport to the hotel. 

Tuesday 20th Tour of pilgrimage sites in and around Jerusalem by coach, but with quite a bit of 

walking. Panoramic view of Jerusalem; Church of Pater Noster; Church of Dominus Flevit; Church of 

All Nations and The Garden of Gethsemane; Tomb of Mary; church of St Peter in Gallicantu; the 

Cenacle (possible site of the last supper); the tomb of David and the village of Ein Karem, home of 

John the Baptist. Talk by Mahmoud Muna from The Educational Bookshop ‘Life in Palestine today’ 

Wednesday 21st Walking tour of Jerusalem: Church of St Anne and pool of Bethesda; The Via 

Dolorosa ending at the church of The Holy Sepulchre; The Western Wall and optional walk to The 

Garden Tomb, otherwise free time in old Jerusalem. 

Thursday 22nd Possible early morning visit to Haram Al Sharif to see the exterior of The Dome of the 

Rock and Al Aqsa Mosque, free time in the old city. Visit to the church of Lazarus at Bethany and Jeel 

Al Amal School and boys’ home in Bethany. Transfer to the hotel in Beit Sahour and visit to the 

Western Shepherds Fields and Fair Trade Cooperative. 

Friday23rd Bethlehem social awareness tour by coach and visit to the Church of the Nativity. Early 

morning visit to the church; walk around the Separation Wall, visit to the home of someone behind 

the wall; visit to Deheishe Refugee camp; visit to The Tent of Nations and talk about The Olive Tree 

Campaign; visit to the church of St Nicholas Beit Jala. 

Saturday24th visit by coach to Mar Saba Monastery in the wilderness and trip to Jericho including 

cable car up The mount of Temptation. 

Sunday 25th Early morning service with our friends at The Forefathers’ Orthodox Church and chance 

to meet and talk with them afterwards. Visit to the pilgrimage sites in Beit Sahour. 

Monday 26th Free time in Beit Sahour or option to go into Bethlehem for the morning. Private 

transfer to the airport for flight EZY1828 for Manchester departing at 18.35 arriving at 22.15. 

The itinerary is subject to minor variations based on local conditions. For more information or to 

register an interest please contact Alison Askew alison.askew@btinternet.com  or 01423 326284 
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