
 

The Director of Education writes 
Welcome back from what the Diocesan Board of 
Education and officers hope has been a great 
summer for all of you involved in Church school 
education in the Diocese of Leeds. Time away 
from the ‘desk’ (we hope you’ve all managed 
that in some form) is important in terms of 
recharging the batteries and providing 
alternative perspectives on life and living.  
 
Well, here we are again – or maybe not: a huge 
welcome to everyone who is new into post 
across our 242 Church schools, academies and 
multi-academy trusts. Thank you for joining us 
in the unique experience of delivering high 
quality education underpinned by Christian 
vision and values. What will the 2017/18 
academic year bring? I’m not known for my 
prophetic prowess so will resist making too 
many predictions; however, there are a number 
of things I know will happen this year. In regards 
to Church school distinctiveness the launch of a 
brand new (and the first) Diocese of Leeds 
Religious Education Syllabus must feature for all 
those working in VA schools and academies. VC 
and Foundation schools can also access this 
resource to support RE in your context. Running 
parallel with the new syllabus is the continued 
roll out of the project that is Understanding 
Christianity – what many have called the best 
resource for teaching Christianity across key 
stage 1,2 and 3 in many a year. If your school 
has not accessed this resource yet please do 
sign up for the training (which you have to 
complete to get the amazing resource pack). 
The other major development we are 
anticipating is a wholesale change to the SIAMS 
inspection framework, due for implementation 
from September 2018. We are waiting for the 
Church of England Education Office to sign off 
the framework in October. Once the framework 
is approved Diocesan Education Team officers 
will engage in training. We will also begin the 
process of briefing and training for heads, RE 
curriculum leads, Collective Worship co-
ordinators, Chairs and other governors and trust 
board members. Please do sign up for these 
briefings so that we can be confident that 
everyone knows what to expect from a new 
SIAMS inspection. 
 
The Ofsted inspection schedule will continue to 
feature for many of our schools in 2017/18. If 
you are hoping for a lull before they kick in, I  

have to report we already have schools being 
inspected this week. We have our twice-yearly 
meeting with regional Ofsted /HMI this month 
and will be reflecting on outcomes from last 
year as well as raising any points of challenge 
we may have around specific inspections. 
These are vital meetings for us and allow an 
opportunity to raise concerns as well as 
discuss possible areas of focus for the coming 
year. We will feedback to you on our findings 
as soon as we can. Regional School 
Commissioners will continue to influence and 
deliver on government agendas and our cycle 
of meetings with them and DfE officers has 
already begun. The RSCs are now responsible 
for more than the academy programme and 
the diocese continues to be a major strategic 
partner in the eyes of DfE. We are now 
involved in the Strategic Regional 
Improvement Boards that commission 
proposals for funding from national funding 
initiatives like the Strategic School 
Improvement Funds (SSIF). Quite a number of 
our MATs and Teaching School Alliances have 
been successful in attracting funding through 
SSIF – directly benefiting a number of Church 
schools and academies. SSIF Round 2 will be 
launched within days and the closure date for 
proposals will be October 20th. If you intend to 
bid / be part of a bid and to name Church 
schools you must inform the Diocese as we 
are consulted on proposals – and try to ensure 
schools are not named more than once in bids.  
 
As we engage with all that 2017/18 will bring I 
reflect again on the fundamental commitment 
of the Church of England to state school 
education. It is a commitment to provide 
education for all, within an ethos of Christian 
love and service, that desires to support and 
promote full human flourishing as exemplified 
in the words of John’s gospel that Jesus ‘came 
to bring life and life in abundance’(John 
10:10). We know that education is a key factor 
in improving life chances for all and our 
vocation to teach is an outworking of our 
commitment to support all God’s children to 
lead fulfilling and meaningful lives.  
 
God bless you all as we commit once again to 
this vital and life enhancing work. 

 
Richard Noake 

REFLECTION 
 

Holy Cross Day  – 14 September 
 
A new term begins and there will be good 
days and less good days. How many staff 
rooms, on the first day of term, heard the 
number of weeks until half term quoted! 
 
14 September each year sees a ‘red letter’ 
day festival known as Holy Cross Day. Its 
origins go back to the 4th century, Jerusalem 
and a lady called Helena who was the mother 
of the Emperor Constantine. Its history is 
complicated and disputed, but having a day 
to consider the cross – a symbol to be found 
in all our schools – is no bad thing. 
 
Some of our crosses are bare, some are 
crucifixes with the body of Christ nailed to 
the frame; or maybe your school has a 
brightly coloured and vibrant Salvadorian 
style cross. Many of us wear crosses or 
crucifixes around our necks. The fact that all 
are of value in terms of personal faith and 
life shows us that we experience the good 
and the hard times in our daily lives. 
 
Sometimes we experience the empty cross of 
triumph whilst at other times we experience 
the hard times of physical and emotional 
struggle, just as witnessed on the crucifix. 
The truth is that we can have a cross for all 
occasions, the crucifix with Christ showing 
the depth of despair; the empty cross of 
triumph, the hard times having been beaten; 
and we also have the Salvadorian cross of 
vibrant joy. The point is that, to paraphrase, 
we have a cross for all seasons, a cross for all 
moments in our lives. 14 September can 
serve as a reminder of the all-round nature 
of the symbol of Christianity we see every 
day in our schools. Let us not just walk past it 
– let us consciously decide which facet of its 
nature will help us each day. 

 

WEBSITE 
 
Visit our website for up-to-date information, 
training and events. www.leeds.anglican.org. 
 

 

FEEDBACK 
 

Feedback is always welcome. Contact us on 
the email at the bottom of this bulletin. 
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EDUCATION TEAM UPDATE 
 
Education Sunday 
The official date is Sunday 10 September. 
The theme is ‘Gathered in my name’. 
However, there is no reason why 
Education Sunday cannot be celebrated 
on any Sunday of the year, so to help 
your thinking there is material available 
on the Churches Together website. 
 
Liturgical Calendar 2018 
The liturgical calendar (colours of the 
church year) for 2017/18 is now available 
on the collective worship page of the 
education website. The c 
alendar for 2016/17 remains available 
until the end of the year. If you have any 
questions about the calendar, please 
contact Gill Johnson. 
 
Enhanced Services Provision 2017/18 
An update on the Enhanced Services 
Provision (version 3) will be landing on 
your desk very soon.  The programme of 
training and events has been revised for 
the forthcoming autumn and spring 
terms.  Please read this in conjunction 
with the Professional Development and 
Network Programme. 
 
DfE Updates and Government Alerts 
A summer update has been added to the 
Government Alert page as of 9 August 
2017.  The update includes links to 
information regarding 30 hour childcare, 
£16 million investment for Maths, the 
latest guidance on exclusions, and 
accountability measures.  Follow the link 
here for updates. 
 
Termly Updates 
Please look out for this term’s School 
Contact and Governors Update forms 
which should be with you shortly.  If any 
changes occur during the course of the 
term it would be very helpful if you could 
let us know so that we can keep our 
information up to date.  Please return to 
Anne-Marie Sceats. 
 
School Admission Policies consultation 
CALLING all own ADMISSIONS 
AUTHORITIES (Governors of VA and 
Foundation schools and Academy 
Trusts) 
The window for consultation for 
admissions policies for 2019-20 opens on 
1 October 2017 and closes on 31 January 
2018. Governors of VA and Foundation 
schools and Academy Trusts are their 
own admissions authority and they must 
consult publically if any changes are 
proposed to the admissions policy.   

In addition, this year many admissions 
authorities may need to consult even 
if they are not proposing any changes. 
 
The School Admissions Code 2015 
(para 1.42) requires admissions 
authorities to consult at least every 
seven years even where there are no 
changes. Therefore, if there has been 
no consultation since 2012, the seven 
year rule will apply for 2019-20. 
 
Before consulting publically, the draft 
policy should be sent to the Diocesan 
Education Team. We are able to assist 
with checking for compliance with the 
School Admissions Code and offer 
advice. The School Admissions Code, a 
selection of Frequently Asked 
Questions and sample policies can be 
found on the education website. 
Please note that the diocese is a 
mandatory part of the consultation 
process. 
 
Draft admissions policies should be 
sent to info.ed marked for the 
attention of Kevin Matthews. 
 
PROPERTY UPDATE 
 
LCVAP Bids 2018/19 
Thank you to those Voluntary Aided 
Schools who have submitted Bids for 
the 2018/19 LCVAP Programme.  
There is still a little time left should a 
school wish to submit a bid.  Please 
discuss this with your nominated 
consultant and complete the LCVAP 
application form here and return to 
Kevin Matthews no later than Friday 
29 September 2017. 
 
REMINDER:  
Condition Data Collection Programme 
From early 2017 to autumn 2019, the 
ESFA’s Condition Data Collection 
Programme will inspect every 
government maintained school in 
England to collect data about the 
physical condition of school buildings 
and how they are managed.  The first 
and second tranche of schools being 
inspected can be found here. 
 
When you are informed of the date 
your school is being inspected, please 
also inform us by contacting Ann Hall. 
 
 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 

Diocesan Syllabus for Religious 
Education workshop  
A full day workshop on the recently-
released Diocesan R E Syllabus. Friday 
29 September 2017 at the National 
Coal Mining Museum, Wakefield.   
 

Understanding Christianity workshop 
A full day workshop which seeks to 
raise the levels of pupils’ religious 
literacy and is structured to deepen 
pupils’ understanding of the story of 
Christianity.  October 2017 and April 
2018 at Hollins Hall, Baildon, and the 
National Coal Mining Museum, 
Wakefield. 
 

Briefings for Governors and Senior 
Leaders – November 2017 
2 hour briefings on current issues 
from the Director of Education and 
members of the Education Team, 
together with a training session on a 
current education issue. Various dates 
and locations throughout November. 
 

SIAMS New Framework 
A full day workshop on the new SIAMS 
framework due to take effect in 
September 2018 and which will be 
significantly different. Thursday 9 
November 2017. 
 

Leading R E and Collective Worship 
Two half day workshops.  A range of 
ongoing opportunities for teachers 
and leaders to meet with one another 
for training, updates and refresher 
training. 
 

New Headteacher Induction Day 1, 
Day 2 and Day 3 
Induction Day for all Headteachers 
throughout the diocese who are new 
to headship, new to church schools or 
new to a different school.  October 
and December 2017 and January and 
March 2018. An additional half day in 
early July 2018. Church House, Leeds, 
and visits to schools within the 
diocese. 
 

School Business Manager Workshop 
Two half day workshops for those who 
have responsibility for church school 
buildings.  Wednesday 1 November 
2017 at Church House, Leeds. 
 

Further information on the above 
events, together with booking forms, 
can be found in the Professional 
Development and Network 
Programme recently sent out. This 
can be downloaded here. 
 

https://ctbi.org.uk/education-sunday-2017/
http://www.leeds.anglican.org/education/collective-worship/church-year
mailto:gill.johnosn@leeds.anglican.org
http://www.westyorkshiredales.anglican.org/education/school-effectiveness/government-and-dfe-alerts
http://www.westyorkshiredales.anglican.org/education/school-effectiveness/government-and-dfe-alerts
mailto:anne-marie.sceats@leeds.anglican.org
http://www.leeds.anglican.org/education/admissions-appeals
mailto:info.ed@leeds.anglican.org
file://///dl-fs01/education$/BUILDINGS/DFC%20DIRECT%20SCHEMES/Proformas/DET%20Forms/LCVAP%20forms/1.%20LCVAP%20Application%20Form.doc
mailto:kevin.matthews@leeds.anglican.org
http://www.leeds.anglican.org/education/buildings/news
mailto:ann.hall@leeds.anglican.org
file://///dl-fs01/education$/CONFERENCES,%20TRAINING%20&%20EVENTS/Network%20and%20Events%20Programme/Edcation%20Team%20Forthcoming%20Events%20Autumn%202017.docx


 

OTHER NEWS 
 
Taizé 
The Archbishop of York and the Bishop of 
Ely will lead Church of England secondary 
schools in a pilgrimage to Taizé from 15-22 
July 2018. The pilgrimage offers Church 
schools the opportunity to come together 
in an environment of prayer, song and 
community where all can grow spiritually 
and experience the fullness of life. For 
further information click here. To be 
added to the mailing list for bookings, 
contact Jemma Adams. 
 
Youth Mental Health First Aid programme 
launched 
Mental Health First Aid (MHFA) is an 
internationally recognised training course 
designed to teach people how to spot the 
signs and symptoms of mental ill health 
and provide help on a first aid basis. Youth 
MHFA is a version of this course tailored 
towards young people experiencing 
mental health issues. The training aims to 
teach staff how to spot the signs and 
symptoms of mental ill health and provide 
help on a first aid basis. For more 
information, visit the MHFA website. 
 
Springs Dance Company’s Bethlehem 
Bound and The Easter Project workshops 
Springs Dance Company specialises in RE 
through dance and helps young people 
learn about and learn from the Christian 
faith. Bethlehem Bound workshops, in 
which pupils explore the anticipation of 
the first Christmas through dance 
workshops, are available in the run up to 
Christmas. Also now available for booking 
for 2018 is Springs’ Easter Project. 
Offering engaging and thought-provoking 
dance workshops, The Easter Project 
provides a fresh way to explore the Easter 
story. Springs’ workshops can culminate in 
an informal sharing or performance by 
 the pupils to the school and parents. For 
further details on Bethlehem Bound and 
The Easter Project click here. 
 
Prayer Spaces in Schools 
Prayer Spaces in Schools are running day 
conferences on 23 September in London 
and 30 September in York.  Research they 
commissioned into the effectiveness of 
Prayer Spaces in Schools will be released 
at the conference. 
 

 
 

Craven Schools Partnership 
Craven Schools Partnership works in 
conjunction with schools across the 
Diocese of Leeds to deliver Prayer 
Reflections, Spirituality and Themed 
R E Days. For further information, 
contact the Revd Peter Thomas or 
visit the website. 
 
Anglican Academy and Secondary 
School Heads Conference 2017 
11-13 October 2017 at the Liverpool 
Hilton. Wide range of speakers 
including the Rt Revd Paul Bayes, the 
Revd Nigel Genders, Dr Stuart Kime 
and the Revd Canon Professor Simon 
Oliver.  Further information is 
available on the website. 
 
Christian Aid 
Christian Aid is preparing to launch a 
brand new accreditation scheme for 
primary schools in partnership with 
the Church of England Education 
Office. The aim is to show children 
how they can make a difference in a 
challenging world. If you would like 
to use your teaching experience 
Christian Aid would love to hear from 
you.  Contact Christian Aid or visit 
their website. 
 
Telling the Bible 
An evening led by Bob Hartman - 
author and story teller from ‘Open 
the book’. Children love stories – 
especially Bible stories when they are 
interactive, engaging and fun. 
More about Telling the Bible and 
Open The Book on Monday 25 
September 2017, 7.30pm – 9.30pm 
hosted by St John’s Church, Great 
Horton in Bradford. Tickets are £5 
each or 3 for £12. 
For further details contact 07840 
904036 or email St John’s direct. 
office@stjohnsgreathorton.org.uk  
 
Schools Linking 
The Linking Network delivers primary 
and secondary schools linking 
programmes that enable children  

and young people to explore identity 
and celebrate diversity by giving them 
opportunities to meet and engage with 
others.  Schools Linking is a nationwide 
programme backed by the Government, 
providing expert training and resources 
to help schools link and make a 
meaningful contribution to the Spiritual, 
Moral, Social and Cultural (SMSC) and 
British values development of pupils. 
Schools wishing to find out more 
information can email the linking 
network or visit the website. 
 
FUTURE EVENTS 
 
Senior Leaders’ Conference 2018 
The Senior Leaders’ Conference (which 
combines the Headteachers’ and the 
Governors’ Conference) will be held on 
Friday 16 March 2018 at The Queens 
Hotel, Leeds.  The conference is open to 
all senior leaders in schools and 
academies and Chairs and Vice-Chairs of 
governing bodies. The programme is in 
the process of being finalized and full 
details will be released very soon. Early 
bookings are being taken now. 
 

Distinctively Effective Schools: Ofsted 
Inspection & Self-Evaluation 
Full day workshop in June 2018. An 
opportunity to share self-evaluation 
practice and inspection preparation.  
 

Head Space! 
Dedicated support time for 
Headteachers, including time to relax 
with tea, cake and information input 
relevant to the school situation from 
specialist guest speakers.  Coming in 
June 2018. 
 

Annual Leavers’ Services 
The very popular Annual Leavers’ 
Services for Year 5 and Year 6 pupils 
moving on to new schools.  Services will 
be held in late June and early July 
throughout the diocese. 
 
Further information, together with 
booking forms, will be sent out in the 
New Year. 
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