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CHRISTMAS 2016 

I have just returned from leading a Pilgrimage to the Holy Land. It was with a logical but spiritual purpose 
that each day we were given a reminder of the life and ministry of Jesus, ultimately to understand why his 
death gave life to others. This was about the physicality of the identity of Jesus – not a theory, not an    
ideology but about a person living in a specific place at a specific time: God as flesh and blood. Each of us 
made our own, personal connection with the Holy Land - and its heart, Jerusalem. 

It is always very moving as we approach Christmas to visit the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem. This 
1,500-year-old church, now a UNESCO World Heritage site was covered in scaffolding inside and out due 
to a major restoration project. However, the magic of seeing the silver 14-pointed star at the birthplace of 
baby Jesus and listening to the specially selected readings created a sense of being in a very special Holy 
place. 

When we arrived in Bethlehem, there was unanimous dismay at the sight of the high, grey, solid concrete 
wall which now surround the city. We also heard how few Christians now live in Bethlehem. They depend 
on Christians like us visiting them and supporting them as best we can. 

While we were staying in Jerusalem we had a talk from a Palestinian Christian about how she tries to   
support an even smaller number of Christians in Gaza. The conditions in that place are very bad and the 
Christians are only allowed in Israel to visit families and friends on Christmas Day. As we celebrate    
Christmas this year please do pray for peace in the Holy Land for everyone Christians, Jews and Muslims.  

 

Yours ever, Bishop Tony 

CONFIRMATIONS 2017 
 

Following the success of the Confirmation preparation at 
the Cathedral this year I have booked another opportunity 
on: 

Sunday 19th March from 4.30pm to 6.30pm 
Wakefield Cathedral 

 

Please do encourage any candidates you might be preparing 
or thinking about Confirmation to come along.  
 

There will be an Area Confirmation on:- 
 

Sunday 7th May from at 3.30pm to 5.30pm 
Wakefield Cathedral 

 

Please let Caroline know the names of candidates for both 
of these occasions as soon as possible.  
 

Email: caroline.asquith@leeds.anglican.org   

2017 FOLLOW ME SESSIONS 

26th January: Rev’d Canon Angela Tilby 

Prayer without pretending. 

 23rd February: Very Rev’d Lister Tongue 

Listening God: hearing his voice in your own life. 

 27th April: Bishop Philip North 

How do we tell others about Jesus? 

Feel free to join us for Evensong at 6.30pm.  

Food will be served from 7.15pm. 

Follow Me teaching sessions from 7.45pm until 
9.15pm. 

 RSVP to: caroline.asquith@leeds.anglican.org 

News for the  

Wakefield Episcopal Area 

Issue 9 

CHURCH HOUSE, WAKEFIELD 
 

Please note that Church House, Wakefield, will close for the Christmas holidays 
on Wednesday 21st December and will re-open on Tuesday 3rd January 2017 

mailto:caroline.asquith@westyorkshiredales.anglican.org
mailto:caroline.asquith@leeds.anglican.org
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I cannot begin to say how overwhelmed I was by the number of people 
who came to the All Saints day Eucharist at the Cathedral. But even 
more astounded by the number of people who have decided to join the 
Community of All Saints. They are thinking and praying about their Rule 
of Life which they will commit to during the New Christian year begin-
ning on Advent Sunday.  

I have committed myself to two particular actions during the year as 
well as the commitment to ongoing prayer and study: 

First to be more deliberate about the Acts I will do each day for those I 
will meet and share those stories with the members of the Community.  

Secondly to post daily reflections about the Saints of God who lives can inspire us in our discipleship.  
 

The new Website, Facebook page and Twitter account containing opportunities have been launched: 

www.allsaintscommunity.org.uk 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AllSaintsCommunityWakefield/ 

Twitter:    https://twitter.com/allsaintscom 
 

FUTURE DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
  

ADVENT SERVICE 
 

SUNDAY 11TH DECEMBER 2016, 3.30PM 

Church of Our Lady & S. Michael Wragby.  A Penitential Service. 

This will be another opportunity for new members to be Commissioned 
COME AND JOIN US 
 

QUIET DAY 
 

SATURDAY 25TH FEBRUARY 2017 

10.00AM – 4.00PM, Mirfield 

Please email allsaints@leeds.anglican.org to register for a place. 
 

A Day Pilgrimage to Holy Island 
 

SATURDAY 17TH JUNE 2017 

Please email allsaints@leeds.anglican.org to register for a place on the coach. 

Bishop Tony and Robin Gamble have arranged a:  

“Leading your Church into Growth” Residential Course: 

 Monday 30th January to Wednesday 1st February 2017 

Arrival 10.00am, departure 3.00pm, Hinsley Hall, Leeds 

The cost of the course is £240.00, you should be able to claim this cost from your CME grant via Stephen 

Kelly.  If you are new in post, this cost is paid for by the Diocese. 

Please note that spaces are limited, therefore bookings are being taken on a “first come first served” basis 

and only a few places are now available. 

To register, please contact caroline.asquith@leeds.anglican.org 

CLERGY STUDY DAYS 

Thursday 23rd February – Speaker: Fr George Guiver.  Venue TBC  
Wednesday 14th June – Speaker: Revd Alan Billings.  Venue TBC 

http://www.allsaintscommunity.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/AllSaintsCommunityWakefield/
https://twitter.com/allsaintscom
mailto:allsaints@leeds.anglican.org
mailto:allsaints@leeds.anglican.org
mailto:caroline.asquith@leeds.anglican.org
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STORIES 

PARISH OF HEMSWORTH 

Hemsworth Arts and Community Academy were looking at a creative 
way of marking the 100 years since the passing of the war to end of all 
wars. The Battle of the Somme in July 1916 had been highlighted    
during research into a community primary project as being at which a 
significant number of locally based soldiers who lost their lives. 

St Helen’s Primary School had indicated that they wished to take part 
in the second phase of the World War project and working with Tony 
Wade of Faceless Arts a design was produced. Students from both 
schools worked with Faceless in the production of this memorial to 
the dead of Hemsworth and local villages. 

The completed tree is symbolic in many ways: 

The wire represents the barbed wire from the battlefield that was such a feature of the war. 

The twisted wire represents the pain and destruction that war can cause to an environment and to those involved 
physically and mentally. 

The leather dog tags represent the individual soldiers who, in the area by researching into their places of burial,    
indicate they lost their lives in the Battle of the Somme July to November 1916. 

The tree is a symbol of hope for out of the battle fields nature once more takes charge. Woods and flowers flourish 
were once there was just mud, desolation and despair. 

Fr Robert Hart 

REMEMBERING CHRISTMAS IN BARNSLEY – A SPECIAL INVITATION 
 

Traditional Carols, mince pies and all the trimmings will create a familiar and welcoming Christmas lunch service for 
anyone living with dementia and their carers at a Barnsley church this year. 
 

St John’s Church, Hoylandswaine, is proud to be working towards becoming a dementia friendly church – the first in 
the area - and plan to hold its first dementia friendly Christmas Celebration in the village hall on December 8th. 
 

Called “Remembering Christmas”, the team at St John’s has been working with local nursing staff and dementia ex-
perts to design a suitable service with traditional stories, songs, carols – and food - in a safe and welcoming environ-
ment. They will be joined by the Bishop of Wakefield, who is an Elderly Care Ambassador for Pinderfield Hospital, and 
is encouraging parishes across the area to respond to the needs of elderly people. 
 

Vicar, the Revd Maureen Browell said: “We are really excited about this and know it will fill a real need in our local 
communities.”  
 

“We’ve worked hard to listen to local experts to provide a familiar festive environment with traditional foods and 
decorations. We hope to attract people from across the area – everyone is welcome”  
 

 “And we hope it is the start of a new strand of ministry for us here in West Barnsley,” she added. 
Plans are in the pipeline for other dementia friendly services at special times such as Easter and Harvest with expert 
help on hand at the services. 
 

If you would like to attend this service (or have any questions) please contact the numbers 01226 763258 or text 
07530721859 to reserve places. 
 

If you have special requirements for feeding (utensils, cups etc.) please  
bring these with you - everything else will be provided. 
 

Remembering Christmas 

St John's Church at The Village Hall, Haigh Lane, Hoylandswaine.  

Thursday December 8th 2016 
1.15pm - 3.00pm 
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Dear Friends                                                                      

I just wanted to take this opportunity to let you know that Wakefield Cathedral Friends have produced some limited 

edition Friends Christmas Baubles. We believe that they will make great Christmas gifts for You/Grandparents/Aunts/

Uncles/Family /Friends/Teachers and they will give any Christmas tree that extra special festive look. They would also 

be a lasting memento of your association with/visit to Wakefield Cathedral. Please see the reverse of this letter to see 

images of these fine German glass baubles. 

The baubles are £5 each with bubble wrap or £5.50 in an acetate presentation tube (easier for you to wrap). All profit 

from the sales will go directly to Wakefield Cathedral. 

The Christmas Baubles are available in the Cathedral Shop in The Treacy Hall during normal opening hours: 

10am-4pm weekdays, 9.30am-3.30pm Saturdays 

or they can be ordered by returning the tear off slip below along with a cheque for the full amount made payable to 

‘Wakefield Cathedral’ to The Cathedral Office. Please write ‘Friends of Wakefield Cathedral’ on the back of the cheque 

along with your name. These could be made available for collection from the Shop. Please note we do not post these 

glass gifts. 

 

 

I hope that you will take full advantage of this special Festive offer by         

completing the slip below and returning it to me at The Cathedral Office as 

soon as possible and while stocks last, or by buy them directly from the       

Cathedral Shop. 

Kind regards 

Elizabeth Jenkins 

Friends Officer of Wakefield Cathedral 

 01924 373923/ elizabeth.jenkins@wakefield-cathedral.org.uk 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

                                                Wakefield Cathedral Christmas Baubles 

I would like to order  …………. Christmas Baubles in bubble-wrap @ £5.00 per item 

I would like to order …………  Christmas Baubles in Acetate Tube @ £5.50 per item 

I enclose a cheque for  ...……    £………………………………..  

Payable to ‘Wakefield Cathedral’ and I have written ‘Friends of Wakefield Cathedral’ on the back of the 

cheque. 

My Name …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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FROM THE MOTHERS’ UNION 
 
Delight at new Diocesan banner design. 

At the recent Diocesan Council meeting held in Batley, the new Mothers’ Union Diocesan 

Banner was displayed for the first time.  

Bishop Nick Baines will bless the banner in Bradford Cathedral at the Lady Day Service on 

Sunday 25th March 2017 at 3.00pm. 

World Wide President, Lynne Tembey, commented "Well done Jean and team for a   

banner which reflects beautifully what membership of Mothers' Union is about and tells 

clearly who it is we serve. Bless you all. Lynne" 

 
Lunch at the Council Meeting had the added pleasure of slices from two special 
cakes, celebrating the 140th anniversary of Mothers’ Union.   
j 

UNITED BENEFICE OF ROYSTON ST JOHN THE BAPTIST AND FELKIRK ST PETERS 

A flood-lit Fountains Abbey was the setting for a memorable evening in early October when a coach-load from 
Royston St John the Baptist and Felkirk St Peters took part in a short service there, led by Rev Caroline Harrison who 
organised the outing. This was followed by a wonderful and uplifting concert by a Chamber Music Ensemble.  

Caroline then left us for a month to go on an exchange to Holmfirth while we welcomed Revd Charlene Smith from 
Meltham. It was a pleasure to have her with us and we wish her well in the future. 

Sheila Monaghan 

Advent and Christmas dates are on page 6. 
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St George, Barnsley 

Another Carol Service has been planned following the huge success of 
last years event. 

It is being held on Sunday 18th December at 4.00pm. 

It will feature items from an African choir, Syrian musicians, Iranian and Albanian actors all sharing the  

message of Christmas.  

At 10am that morning we will be holding our usual Children's Nativity Service for all ages.   

We will also be involved in a United Churches Outreach Carol Service in Cheapside, on Saturday 17th  

December, 11.00am – 12.00noon. 

 

Royston & Felkirk 

Advent and Christmas dates are as follows:  

10am-4pm Saturday December 10: Christmas Tree Festival opens and continues until Sunday December 18 
during the daylight hours, refreshments available at weekends. (Felkirk) 

3pm Sunday December 11: Carols round the tree (Felkirk) 

4pm Sunday December 18: Nine lessons and carols (Felkirk) 

6pm Sunday December 18: Nine lessons and carols (Royston) 

2pm Christmas Eve: Crib service and Christingle (Royston) 

4pm Christmas Eve: Crib service (Felkirk) 

11.30pm Christmas Eve: Midnight Mass (Felkirk) 

11.30pm Christmas Eve: Midnight Mass (Royston) 

9.15am Christmas morning: Eucharist (Royston) 

11am Christmas morning: Eucharist (Felkirk) 

DATES FOR THE DIARY   
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The YMCA have booked Romance Academy (www.romanceacademy.org) to come to Wakefield  on Thursday 26th    
January to deliver their 'Let's Talk about Porn' Workshop. It's geared towards Church based youth workers - paid 
and volunteers - although secular youth workers would be welcome as well. The evening runs from 6.30pm to 
9.30pm, with a cake and sandwich buffet from 6.30-7.00pm and the training from 7.00-9.30pm and is at Destiny 
Church. 

Recent statistics show that 1 in 3* ten year olds have seen pornography online; 81%* of 14-16 year olds regularly    
access explicit photographs and footage on their home computers. It's easy in this context to feel completely out of 
our depth and panic. This seminar is designed to give practical tips and information to help you engage healthily 
with your kids in their online world. 

This seminar is for parents, youth workers, teachers & church leaders who aren’t sure where to start but want to    
approach the topic from a values based perspective... without freaking themselves or their young people out! 

There's more information at www.billetto.co.uk/yorkshireromanceacademy where people can also book tickets.  

Or for more information please contact:- 

Jon Buckley on 07450 778678 or jonathan.buckley@ymcawhiterose.org.uk 

Jonathan Buckley 

NIGHT AT THE CATHEDRAL 

 Friday 24th February, 7.00pm to 11.00pm 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  This youth event promises to be a fantastic time 
including fire, fun and faith with circus show and 
skills, club night with DJ sets, mocktail bar, photo 
booth, chocolate fountain, pizza, milk shakes, 
crafts and a chill-out zone. 

  
Please note the evening is for young people at 

secondary school aged 11-17. 
  

If you need more invitations please contact  
Caroline.   
 

It is important that these are distributed as soon 
as possible as to make the evening viable we 
need a minimum number of 80 young people to 
attend.  If numbers are not reached by the 31st 
January the event will be cancelled. 
 

Entry for the evening is free and strictly by ticket 
only; there will be no admittance without a ticket. 
Tickets will be sent out once Caroline has          
received a consent form from the parent/
guardian for the attendee.  
   

For any further information please contact:  
Caroline Asquith  

caroline.asquith@leeds.anglican.org 
Telephone: 01924 434450 

or  
Liz Morton liz.morton@leeds.anglican.org 

 
We do need volunteers to help during the  

evening so if you are available Caroline and Liz 
would appreciate hearing from you.  

 

 

Encourage members of your congregation to sign up to receive  
Xchange by sending an email request to: 

Xchange@leeds.anglican.org 
 

http://www.romanceacademy.org
http://www.billetto.co.uk/yorkshireromanceacademy
mailto:jonathan.buckley@ymcawhiterose.org.uk
mailto:caroline.asquith@leeds.anglican.org
mailto:liz.morton@leeds.anglican.org
mailto:Xchange@westyorkshiredales.anglican.org
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Torch North-East Holiday, Whitby, May 2nd- 5th 2017 

Sneaton Castle, Castle Road, Whitby YO21 3QN (Phone: 01947 600051) 

BASIC INFORMATION 

Sneaton Castle, on the outskirts of Whitby, was built in the 19th century. It was a boarding school till 1997. Since then, 
it has been refurbished very tastefully and has accommodation for over 100 guests. The site is shared with an Anglican 
Convent. 
 

After three enjoyable holidays at Sneaton, we have booked again for May 2017.  
 

Sneaton’s prices have again risen a little, so our slightly increased price reflects this, but the food is excellent and it’s 
very good value for the money. The ‘en-suite’ accommodation price includes drink-making facilities, but for those in 
‘standard’ accommodation, a tray can be ordered for £5. There is no single supplement for the standard accommoda-
tion; most of the rooms are single; a few are double.  
 

Unfortunately there are no lifts, so we need to ensure that those who can’t climb stairs have ground-floor rooms.  
Altogether there are 14 ground-floor rooms, including two rooms specially equipped for the disabled. In the St Francis 
en-suite block, there are 12 rooms, 6 of which are ground-floor. There are also 5 en-suite rooms in the MMC block but 
these are all upstairs. The rest of the accommodation in the St Aidan block is ‘standard’ - simple and comfortable, with 
a wash-basin in each room and toilets/bathrooms nearby. 
 

As the number of en-suite and ground floor rooms is limited, we will allocate them to those with the greatest needs; 
we hope everyone will be understanding about this. 
 

We would like guests to arrive by 4pm on Tuesday May 2nd. Departures will be after lunch on Friday May 5th. 
We will send out more details nearer the time. The programme will include trips, Bible teaching, games and a musical 
evening – and plenty of time to chat and to enjoy the lovely grounds.    
 

Please send your booking form as soon as possible with the £30 deposit, by Jan 31st 2017. Please make cheques  
payable to Leeds Torch Fellowship, and let us have the balance of the fees by Feb 28th 2017. Thank you. 
 

David Judson, (8 Hollin Park View, Leeds LS8 2NR)                                                                                                   
Ph: 0113-2166411. email: manddj@gmail.com 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

Torch Trust Sneaton Castle Holiday Booking Form 
 

May 2nd to 5th 2017 
 
Name (s): ..................................................................................................................................................................................... 
 
Braille reader / Large print reader / Sighted  
 
Room preference:   En-suite/Standard    Ground floor / First floor   
                                    Disabled Room (This is Ground floor, en suite)   Share/ Single 
Share with:                ............................................................................................................................. 
 
Special Diet needs:   ............................................................................................................................ 
 
£30 Deposit paid  ............... 
 
Price:  (3 nights full board, including tea/coffee mid-morning)                

                                                                                            

En-suite single.....£265 (free tea/coffee in room)             

                                        

En-suite shared...£235 (free tea/coffee in room)  

                                         

Standard.............£195 – single or shared. (£5 extra for tray for tea/coffee if desired -can be ordered and paid for on arrival) 
 
NB.  We will hope to fulfil your room preference. There are now 17 en-suite rooms but these will be allocated to those with 
the greatest needs. 
 

Final booking date: Please send all details to David Judson by February 28th 2017  

mailto:manddj@gmail.com

