
 

 

 

 

How is my church impacting on the environment? 

Further Information 

 

Why would I want to know about my church’s impact on the environment?  

Caring for God’s creation is an important part of our role as Christians. We want the natural world to 

flourish, not only because it brings God glory, but also because we all depend on the earth for our 

basic needs - food, water and clean air, as well as for inspiration and delight. Climate change is 

already causing major disruption for many around the world and will have a huge impact on our 

children and grandchildren. It is probably the greatest ethical issue of our age.  

Who is the training course for? 

Churchwardens, Treasures, PCC members, Clergy, Parish Environment Reps and anyone who is 

interested in ensuring their church is sustainable.  

What will the two sessions involve? 

The first of the two session training will give some context and information about climate change 

and the value of measuring the churches carbon footprint. You will then be introduced to the Carbon 

Calculator tool and shown how to use it. It has sections on energy use, travel, food use and rubbish 

and other church expenditure. This should enable you to gather some information from your church 

between session one and two.  

In the second sessions we will look at your church’s carbon footprint and discuss where your church 

could go from here, looking at which environmental actions will have the most benefit and could 

save you money. We can also troubleshoot any issues you have had collecting information.   

What is a carbon footprint and does my church have one? 

Your carbon footprint is a measure of the impact your activities have on the environment. It 

calculates all the greenhouse gases you produce from things like burning gas for your heating or 

petrol from your car. It would also include the impact of manufacturing your car or your food for 

example and any other things you buy. It is measured in units of carbon dioxide.  

The world average carbon footprint is about 4 tonnes of carbon dioxide per person. In the UK it is 

nearly 10 tonnes per person. We don’t yet have accurate information on what the carbon footprint 

of an average church is as the Diocese of Leeds Church Carbon Calculator is the first to be created 

especially for churches.  

 



Who has the know how to create a tool for measuring the carbon footprint of churches? 

The Diocese of Leeds Church Carbon Calculator has been developed especially for us in 2017 by 

Small World Consulting, who are a team of global specialists in calculating consumption-based 

greenhouse gas emissions at Lancaster University.  

Is this a national initiative? 

The Church of England is looking to introduce reporting on the greenhouse gas emissions for every 

church as part of its commitment to reduce the carbon footprint of the whole church in line with 

national government targets. The Diocese is pioneering this tool which could be used nationally by 

the C of E Environment Campaign.  

Is there a charge? 

A £10 donation is requested as there are some costs associated with running the training which 

need to be covered, such as room rental in some locations and speakers travel expenses. 

Additionally, the cost of the construction of the Church Carbon Calculator by Small World Consulting 

at Lancaster University, needs to be paid for. 

When I attend the training is any preparation required? 

No preparation is required before the first session. However, there will be some tasks to complete 

between session 1 and 2 finding information out about your churches’ energy use, expenditure, food 

use and how people travel to church. We will provide you with all the tools you need to collect this 

information and we appreciate that it may not be possible to obtain it all before the start of session 

2.  

When is the training and how do I book on to it?  

The training is being held at a variety of venues across the Diocese. To book your place contact 

Jemima Parker Email: jemima.parker@leeds.anglican.org or Phone: 01423 569121  

Church House, Wakefield WF1 1LP 

Mondays 10th Sept & 5th Nov 2-4pm 

 

Church House, Leeds LS1 2EX 

Mondays 10th Sept & 5th Nov 7-9pm 

 

Cottingley Cornerstone Centre, Bingley BD16 1AL 

Mondays 17th Sept & 12th Nov 7-9pm 

 

St Mark’s Church, Harrogate HG28AY 

Tuesdays 18th Sept & 13th Nov 2-4pm 

 

Can I attend at any venue? 

Yes, you can whichever venue is convenient to you. You can also, if you need to, attend session 1 

and 2 at different venues.  
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