
PALESTINE 2019: PILGRIMAGE AND POLITICAL AWARENESS TRIP. 4TH -11TH FEBRUARY 

With Canon Michael Glanville-Smith and The Revd Alison Askew 

This trip is unusual, if not unique, in that it combines elements of pilgrimage, an exposure to the 

realities of life in the Occupied West Bank and a chance to meet and worship with local Christians, as 

well as visiting some amazing projects and organisations. 

There will be opportunities to share together in Holy Communion in Jerusalem, at The Shepherds’ 

Fields in Beit Sahour and at the Sea of Galilee, all very special settings. Canon Michael will be leading 

most of our worship and will be our spiritual guide for the week. 

We will be staying 4nights at the very comfortable and central 4 star Golden Walls Hotel in 

Jerusalem on a half board basis, and 3 nights at the tourist class Sahara hotel at Beit Sahour 

(Bethlehem) on a bed and breakfast basis but with a light lunch included on 2 days whilst we are out. 

We will spend a full day visiting the pilgrimage sites in and around Jerusalem by coach and there will 

be a half day walking tour around the old city including walking the Via Dolorosa, finishing at the 

church of the Holy Sepulchre and in the evening we will have a talk on ‘Life in Palestine today’ by 

Mahmoud Muna from The Educational Bookshop. 

There will be a full day excursion to Galilee visiting The Church of The Annunciation in Nazareth; 

Mensa Christi; Capernaum which became Jesus’ headquarters in Galilee; The Mount of The 

Beatitudes and we will have a service of Holy Communion beside the Sea of Galilee. 

We will visit the church Of Lazarus at Bethany before going on to the wonderful Jeel al Amal 

(Generation of Hope) school and boys’ home in Bethany. Then we travel on the short distance to 

Beit Sahour where we will be staying for the rest of the trip. We will visit the Western Shepherds’ 

Fields where we will celebrate Holy Communion and then go to the Fair Trade Holy Land Co-

operative giving employment to local Christians. 

The next day in addition to visiting The Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem we will gain a real insight 

into life in the Occupied West Bank. We will visit the house of the Anastas family, surrounded on 

three sides by the Separation Wall; we will get a sense of the scale and oppressive nature of the wall 

and the effects it has on the lives of ordinary Palestinians. We will visit the wonderful Tent of 

Nations– a farm set on a hillside which works for peace and reconciliation and will also have the 

chance to walk round a refugee camp where three generations of Palestinians live in very cramped 

conditions having been driven out of their homes and villages in 1948; we will also learn about the 

work of The Olive Tree Campaign, giving hope to local farmers whose land is threatened. During the 

course of the day we will hear some heartrending stories but will meet some remarkable and 

inspirational people and learn of the work of some wonderful projects. 

On Sunday we will worship with our friends at the Orthodox Church of The Forefathers’ In Beit 

Sahour who will then show us the holy sites of the town. 

There will be free time in both Jerusalem and Beit Sahour for people to rest, reflect or do their own 

exploration. 



The cost is £720 per person in a twin / double room and £900 per person in a single room. There will 

be an additional £20 per person for gratuities for drivers, guides, speakers etc. 

The cost of the trip does not include the price of the flight, which you are asked to book yourself, or 

the cost of transport to Manchester airport. The outbound flight is Easy Jet EZY1827 from 

Manchester to Tel Aviv at 10.30 on Monday 4th February, and the return flight is Easy Jet EZY1828 

from Tel Aviv at 18.35 on Monday 11th February to Manchester. 

A more detailed daily itinerary will be available nearer the time. 

If you think you would like to join this trip, please complete the booking form and return to Alison 

either by email or at 13 The Croft, Kirby Hill, Boroughbridge, YO51 9YA; equally please get in touch 

with Canon Michael or Alison if you would like more details. When you have confirmed that you are 

coming and there are spaces available then please book your flight and let us know you have done 

so. 

Canon Michael- Glanville Smith 07581074369 

Alison Askew Alison.askew@btinternet.com  01423 326284 

mailto:Alison.askew@btinternet.com

